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Lune, 227 die Aprilis, 1793. 


ORDERED, 


Ter the Thanks of this Houſe be given to the 


Reverend Doctor HUNTINGFoRD, Warden of 
St, Mary's College, Wincheſter, for the Sermon by him 


preached upon Friday laſt, before this Houſe, at St. 
Margaret's, Weſtminfler ; and that he be deſired to 


print the ſame: And that Mr. Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer and the Lord APSLEY do acquaint him there- 


with. 


Cl. Dom. Com. 


Pon A 

8 A M ON 
Preached before the HonouRABTE : 
HOUSE of COMMON S, 


AT THE 


CHURCH OF 8T. MARGARET, WESTMINSTER, 
15 | 


FRIDAY, APRIL 19, 1793: 


BEING 


THE DAY APPOINTED BY HIS MAJESTY'% ROYAL . 
PROCLAMATION, ; 


TO BE OBSERVED AS 


4 DAY OF SOLEMN FASTING AND HUMILIATION: 


BY 


GEORGE ISAAC HUNTINGFORD, 8. T. P. 


WARDEN OF ST MARY 8 COLLEGE, | WINCHESTER, 
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H O0 GH on various emergencies, thoſe who Kine 
gone before us, have offered up their prayers to 
Almighty God for Divine Aid to the people of this land; 

yet on no occafion could the moſt humble fupplication be 
a duty fo incumbent on them, as it is on us, who are Now 
_ as. 5! to affemble for a purpoſe ſo devout and impor- 
| For, **© confider the years of many generations; 

— the carlieſt ages of our civilization, the annals of our 
country cannot exhibit, at any one period, a combination of 
evils ſo foul and alarming, as at the critical conjuncture of 
public affairs immediately preceding the thy. N of 
__ this day's r "Re 
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Taz pages of our hiſtory in paſt times do indeed record 


many memorable events, which muſt have created ſolici- 


tude, and occaſioned ſorrows, to our forefathers. Haughty 


enemies have threatened to eſtabliſh univerſal dominion over 


all the nations of Europe. Struggles for liberty have raiſed 
inteſtine diſcord, ſhed the precious blood of citizens, and 


terminated in uſurpation. The pure form of our religious 


worſhip has been menaced with the horrors of perſecution. 
Competitions for ſupreme authority have harafſed our 


people, deſolated our cities, and deſtroyed thouſands, who 
fought [valiantly to defend what they eſteemed the better 
cauſe. Thoſe dreadful miniſters of God's vengeance, Peſti- 
lence and Famine, have. grievouſly. afflicted. and: ſmitten 


| our land, dealing. havoc. with reſiſtleſs violence and un- 


diſcerning devaſtation. 

DovgrrEss the æras of theſe vi. Rs, were 
productive of much miſery to thoſe, who were witneſſes of 
the evils which others ſuffered, and by which themſelves 
were 'menaced : ſtill, however, thoſe days of affliction were 
not without their f of hope, and ſources af conſola- 


tion. 


H AD victory attended the luſt. of en enen. 
followed by a total en of all the ten en ioved by 
private individuals. In the midſt of the convulſions which 
diſtracted our fathers in the laſt — there was no ap- 
FS ] prehenſion 
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| — that Liberty ſhould be extirpated : the quifiich 
to be decided was the proportion of freedom, wh ich ſhould 
be left without reſtraint impoſed on it by any ſuperior legal 
power. When thoſe, who miſtook the Ceremonies for the 
Eſſence of Religion, conceived it to be a work of piety to- 
wards God, if they perſecuted all who ſhould continue ob- 
ſtinate in deviating from what they maintained to be the 
way of Truth, they were ſo far from meditating the extinc- 
tion of Chriſtianity, that they were more zealous than pru- 
dent in the propagation of it. The leaders of the ſeveral 
parties, who ſo often and ſo lon g diſ puted the claim of 
ſucceſſion to regal authority, never contended for the 
wicked purpoſe of infringing on every branch of the Con- 
ſtitution: their firſt aim was to defend each his own pre- 
tenſions; their next, to rule in conformity to the laws, 
which had been tranſmitted from their predeceſſors. Even 
when parents and children, huſbands and wives, friends and 
relations, were by peſtilence and famine ſevered from each 
other, yet were the. ſurvivors ſupported by the comforts 
with which Chriſtianity will alleviate the heavieſt ſorrows ; 
they relied on God's goodneſs through their merciful Re- 
deemer, that the ſouls of the departed would be bleſſed with 
immortal happineſs in a ſtate of future exiſtence. 
| Svucn ſources of conſolation amidſt impending evils were 
opened to our forefathers: ſo that whatever mi ight be the 
event of the meaſures purſued by them for the averting of 


= | B 2 conſe- 


Nen ties KN I a 


Ce 
conſequences painful and grievous, ſtill, however, in the worſt 
reverſe of ſituation, they had not to fear the loſs of ae, 
All Order, All Liberty, All Government, All Religion! - 
Bur what apprehenſions have not we gat” reaſon to 
conceive, if from the hoſtihties commenced againſt us we 
ſhould experience that reverſe. of condition, to which our 
enemies with to reduce us? For who, and what;; are our 
enemies ? They are men, who fo little regard rights, that 
in defiance of all the ſecurity, which ſhould be given by 
ſocial union, they plunder property; and, without even 
alledging pretended charges, they impriſon and maſ- 
ſacre the innocent. They ſo little regard order, that, 
with views ſubverſive of all reſtraint over the human 
paſſions, by doctrines unfounded in natufe, and noto-— 
rioufly contradicted by experience, they ineulcate prin- 
ciples of diſunion and ſeditien, which make every 
friend of the human ſpecies ſtand aghaſt at the horrible 
conſequences that muſt enſue - from theif being adopted 
as general maxims. They are men, who ſo little regard 
liberty, that even where they have deen moſt warm 
in their grofeigns of zeal to golivet "Duntrlesj which 
nors, hw have - enforced their own - mandates by the 
power of the fword ; have inſulted, degraded, and defpoiled 
the very perſons who received them with cordiality. They 


are men, who ſo little regard government, that they have 
deſtroyed 


K 


— the fundamental principles of it ; and ſo bt 40 
they. regard religion, that their armies, in their avidity far 
phander, do not heſitatt to inſult Religion in the very temple 
of the Deity ; Such too have been the language and audacity 
of blaſphemers, that even the exiſtence of the Deity himſelf 
has been daringly andampiouſly denied. By the natural con- 
ſequence of ſuch infatuation, they diſoourage the education 
of children in tlie fear of God; they evon carry on war for tlie 
purpoſe of propagiting their ſenſeleſs and irreligious errors, 
which would erect Materialiſm, F ataliſm; Chance, Fortune, 
in the place of Mind, Freedom, Deſign, Foreſight, attri- 
butes inſeparable from the God that ruleth the univerſe 
Ir thus they trample on the fundamental ground of Natu- 
ral Religion, they cannot be expected to treat with decency 
the truths of Revealed Religion. In vain ſhould we tell 
that Chriſtianity is founded, mot on opinion, but on 
facts: in vain ſhould we be carneft in recommending Chriſ- 
ttanity as the beſt gift of God to his creature Man: in vain 
fhould we endeavour to demonſtrate, that it contains the 
pureſt precepts for moral conduct in this life; and holds 
dut the moſt animating afſurances of immortal happineſs in 
« future ſtate: in vain ſhould we urge them 1 to conclude; 
that, becauſe the true N our holy religion is not 
eſtabliſhed by pageantry and oftentation; therefore in the 
worſhip of the heart, expreſſed by ſimple ſigns, there is no 
vital piety. The tendency of their principles is to exclude | 
” from 


( 10 ) 


from the world all ideas and profeſſions of faith in God; to 
bring man down to a level with the beaſts that periſh, mak- 
ing his properties to. conſiſt only in being born, in gratify- 
ing his appetites, in knowing and obeying, as a private indi- 
vidual, no law but his own will, through the term of this 
life, and then ſinking into the oblivion of the grave. Ene- 
mies thus hoſtile to Rights, Order, Liberty, Government, and 
Religion, are ſurely of a deſcription unparalleled; and their 
ſucceſs is to be deprecated more earneſtly, than the return 
of any, even the moſt calamitous circumſtances recorded iu in 
our hiſtory. | 
TrarT life is dear, that the love of life 1s rooted. in our 
nature, cannot be denied: yet that continuance in it on any 
conditions, and in any ſituation whatever, can be deſirable, 
is an aſſertion becoming only the baſeſt coward, or the moſt 
profligate atheiſt. For who, that duly eſtimates the value | 
of life according to the moral uſes which it anſwers, would 
not think that * to die is gain, if thoſe ties ſhould be diſ- 
ſolved, by which ſociety has hitherto been connected ? 
Who would not look to the grave as a place of refuge, if 
every object of his regard and attachment were expoſed to 
the wanton inſults, or the mercileſs cruelties, of ſanguinary 
oppreſſors, whom no laws, either of human or divine in- 
ſtitution, can reſtrain from rapine and ſlaughter? Who 
would not implore the F ather of Mercies to ſhorten his 


ö * Philipp. bo 2 Is 


continuance 


1 

continuance on earth, if exiſtence. were to be prolonged on 
no other terms, than the diſſimulation of his inward and 
irreſiſtible conviction, that God is the Maker and Ruler of 
all things? And what Chriſtian, in conſideration of ſome few 


years added to his life, would ſacrifice for himſelf, and. for 


his poſterity, either the pure precepts of Goſpel Morality, 
or that perſuaſion which alone can ſpeak peace to the ſoul of 
any thinking man; a perſuaſion that God, for Chriſt's ſake, 
will accept of ſincere repentance inſtead of unſpotted inno- 
cence, and reward unfeigned endeavours to be good, as 


though they were perfect acts of real goodneſs ? Vet all this 


| muſt he endure, who would ſubmit patiently to the inſolence, 


the iniquity, the impiety of thoſe, with whom we have now 
to contend : and ſubmiſſion that muſt: end in the reſigna- 


tion of bleſſings ſo entirely, fo eſſentially requiſite to the 


happineſs of our exiſtence, muſt be incomparably worſe than 
any death, which either Fennec © or r Famine, or the Sword 
can inflict! K 

TuAr the war now , brought on us by thoſe, © who build 
their town with blood, and ſtabliſh their city by iniquity,” 


may terminate, not in the reſignation, but in the ſecurity of 


our civil and religious bleflings, is the object of this day's ſo- 

lemnity : and in our reference of meaſures, adopted for the 
| preſervation of national ſafety and national faith, to the Ul- 

timate Diſpoſer of all Events, we ſhew ourſelves to be not 
more practically pious, than philoſophically wiſe. | 
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- Inanimate World; why then ſhould we exclude it from the 

Rational? We allow its influence on Inert Matter, how! then 
ean we doubt its energy on Beings Latelledtuab? It is by the 
fame God, all-good and benevolent, that both Matter and 
Mind were created: it is on the fame God, all- powerful and 


on which human happineſs can ſecurely reſt ; and tomagds 


F 


141 


Tux contyaul exereiſed by God's: maine ists . 
5 the unirerſe. We exclude it nat from tha 


irreſiſtible, that the & ws of phyſical and moral government 
alone depend. To Him therefore every dictate of Reaſon 
will bid us offer our prayers, that He would give us a 


Heart of wiſdem and an arm of ſtrength, to repel thoſe 
diſturbers of public tranoui 
Religions to God! 


lity, thoſe, n ene ene to 


N there are other weighty Py important cakes 
ations, which. will prove. the wiſdom of appointing a national 
ſnpplication for Divine Aſfiſtance. We are hereby: inſtru- 
mental towards perpetuating the. moſt infallible principle 


lying ſtill dee per the only ſolid baſis: on nn man 


ſociety can poſſihly ſtand, firm. 


ah 


Wx profeſs our own; belief, we exhort o 


with us, that there is a Divine Providence, by the ſuperin- 
tendence of which th the heavens ans the earth, the: a and 


— pallges, oy the, interpoſijon. of Proves 1 


Rxz1d's Eſſays . Aczivs Pows ns of Man. Eff. 4: Ch. & 
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the dry land, all living creatures, all men d angels, are 
ſeaſonably protected. We profeſs our on belief, we ex- 
hort others to believe with us, that the Supreme Being, 
by whom this univerſal Providence is exerciſed, neither is, 
nor can be an indifferent ſpectator of actions, moral or immo- 
ral, in rational agents. DTT 
Ir truſt in Providence were wreſted from individuals, what 
contig would remain to aſſuage the ſorrows of life? 
Who that conceived himſelf to be the ſport of fortune, ex- 
poſed to all the ills that blind chance and undiſtinguiſhing 
fatality might bring upon him, who, under this perſuaſion, 
could be either induſtrious, or tranquil, or happy? The 
dread of what might befall him in the next hour would 
diſcourage him from all laudable exertion, would agitate his 
mind with reſtleſs apprehenfions, would baniſh from his ſoul 
all love of exiſtence. But reſtore to him reliance on God's 
Providence, and you will give him a moſt powerful incentive 
to good actions, a moſt effectual ſoother of turbid ſen : 
ſations, a perpetual ſource of ſubſtantial comfort. Wy 
Is from ſociety could be eradicated the doctrine, that God, 
in the unlimited extent of his knowledge, muſt perceive, 
and in the impartial execution of his juſtice will reward or 
puniſh human actions; if all ideas of a moral governor re- 
garding man's conduct could be extirpated from conſcience, 
what principle would remain ſufficiently efficacious and 
general in its influence, for the controul of paſſions, and 
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guidance of morale, in the bulk of mank ind? Fear of the 
magiſtrate would prevail ſo far only, as the knowledge of 
the magiſtrate could detect, or his e puniſh; outrage · 
ous offenders. But it is to be obſetved; that thoſe who are 
moſt notorious in violating the law, are not always the moſt 
dangerous enemies to mankind, nor are they the c perſons 
from whom civil ſociety has cauſe to apprehend the deepeſt 
injury. Crimes, which the law has defined to be puniſh- 
able, de fo obviouſly lead to fatal conſequences, that the 
moſt abandoned will ſeldom perpetrate them without ſome 
precautions to eſtape public notice; and againſt offend- 
ers daringly criminal, it is the intereſt of all honeſt ci- 
tivens to be on their guard. But there may be, there are, 
many kinds of villany, which fear hot to walk in noon- 
tay, which however no law bf man can bring to con- 
dia puniſhment; becauſe their eſſence coftifiſts in artful 
evaſton of law, and their deptavity ariſcs from a vile per- 
verfioh bf that freedom on which the law does not pre- 
ſume to infrifige. "The propagator of falfehood,” the ſe- 
ducer of innocence the fraudulent dealer, the treacherous. 

deveiver, the grinding oppreſſor, the poiſoner of virtuous 
prineiples, the thankleſs, the ungrateful, the vengeful, the 
obdurate; all theſe, though they may carry on their 
practices ſo caùutiouſly as to be out of the reach of con- 


dign puniſhment, according to the expreſs letter 'of the 
law, are hevertheleſs foes to civil ſociety, more to be 


"Ws dreaded, 


Un V 
dreaded, becauſe more (ubtilely baneful to the very ends for 
which ſociety is formed, than the majority of malefaftors 
who are puniſhed for tranigreſſion of the law. Vet againft 
men of this deſcription no remedy can be provided, nor for 
the black crimes, which they commit, will puniſhment be 
— apprehended, if we diſcourage the belief of re- 
tribution in a fature ſtate from the Searcher of Hearts and 
For Witneſs of all Miſdeeds. | 

Tun love of our ſpecies, PR 1 of our ey; the 
bendey of ide the intrinſic excellence of rectitude, have 
been ꝓropoſed by ſpeculative men as prineiples of moral 
action: and it muſt be confelled, that to ingenuous minds 
- they appear principles mot amiable and exalted; nor are 

they altogether without foreible affect on theſe, who have 
been murtured in the beſt ſchool of philoſophy. Yet even 
the diſciples of theſe principles cannot. always be kmpelled 
to virtuous action by the fingle energy of an abſtract truth: 
they too, like others who partake of human nature, are en- 
n dene ts .of pal | 

addational excitement to ld ws N 

ne e ee the ſpectator ef their con- 
duct. But whatever influence duch refined principles 
might have on the few, ho have devoted Memſelves to 
che ſuudy f moral ſcience, wet how inconfiderable is the 
nber af ſuch men | in compariſon with the arMions who 
$2774 TW C 2 have 


( 16 ) 
have neither time nor talents to ſpeculate? To exhort them 
to virtue for virtue's ſake, would be uttering a jargon of 
words wholly unintelligible, an attempt utterly fruitleſs. A 
more diſtinct, ſhort, impulſive principle muſt be applied as 
the rule for millions; there is a God that knows and ſees 
all things ; he wili reward good men with eternal happineſs, 


he will puniſh bad men with eternal miſery | This axiom 
the moſt illiterate can underſtand, and the moſt learned can- 


Fs 


not diſprove. | 

Bur if neither fear of PM inciſtrate, nor abſtract wats 
ing can be productive of general virtue, or at leaſt can be a 
reſtraint on the ' tendency to vice, in a degree. requiſite for 
the ſecurity, the comfort, the credit, of civil ſociety, we act 
wiſely, and for the moſt important intereſts of mankind, 
by maintaining and enforcing the only principle, which can 
enſure the fafety, the felicity, the glory of civilized. man. 
That principle 1 is, the firm belief that a God moſt. Holy, 
moſt Juit, moſt Righteous, beholds men as his rational 
children; that he loves every one who promotes good- 
neſs, but diſapproves of every one who practiſes vice; and 
that in all periods of our exiſtence, both preſent and future, 
a curſe is annexed to fin, a bleſſing to virtue. He that has 
thoroughly imbibed this principle, and adopted it as the 
leading rule by which to regulate his actions, will make it 
Get firſt and laſt conhderatinn. of his thoughts and wiſhes, 
that. 
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that he may ever conſcientiouſly diſcharge his duties to 
God and Man! Theſe duties are infeparable : he that ac- 
knowledges and worſhips God, if he would offer his prayers 
in an acceptable manner, muſt do good to his fellow-crea- 
tures, who are God's children : and he that confers benefits 
on his fellow-creatures; performs towards God a commend- 
able ſervice; ſince he thereby imitates, in ſome meaſure, 
the moſt adorable attribute of his Creator, unbounded Be- 
nevolence. Thus cloſely connected and intimately inter- 
woven with each other are Faith in God and Beneficence to 
Man: in every point of view they are kindred graces moſt 
admirable and lovely: and he approves himſelf the true 
friend of human nature, who endeavours to recommend 
and eftabliſh them, as the ſureſt _— to temporal and ſpi- 
ritual happineſs. | 


' Uyon principles of this kind the legiſlators of antiquity 
council. their conſtitutions: and the falutary effects 


of building à conſtitution on ſome religion are proved 
by the duration of the ancient monarchies on the baſis even 
of falſe religion: but ſtill farther are they evidenced by 
the extraordinary exiſtence of the Jews to this day; who 
yet continue a diſtinct people, united by their Lawgiver 
through one common faith in . the God of Abraham, 
of Iſaac, and of Jacob.“ Scattered though they are over all 

ee and e though they are in all nations of the 


=o 


earth, 


( 18 ) 
carth, yet — OGEFEO the truth 


of prophecy, but alſo of the irrefragable ſtrength, with 
which uniformity of religious opinion and * cero- 
mony binds ſocieties of men. 

. IT remained for the Lats wa abies > 
thoſe our adverſaries, who are now arrogating to themſelves 
the auguſt title of legiſlators: for an exteniive country, to 
conceive it poſſible that ſociety can be regulated without 
the fundamental ſupport and pervading influence of religion. 
But what have been the effects of their novel experiment t 
In blood they began, by iniquity they have proſecuted, by 
havoc they have laboured to execute their attempt, am at» 
tempt to ſpread tyraumical dominion. When the ties of 
religion were once looſened, the fury of paffionb found no 
inward check which might retard their prugveſs to grati- 
fication. And in what has this gratification comdaſted ? 
In every thing that x unjuſt, inhuman, barbarens. Thecon- - 
ſequences reſulting from ſuch a diſzegand of religion, St Paul | 
has forcibly deſcribed: * © Even as they did mat like #0 
retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a 
reprobate mind, to do thoſe things which ane met c, - 
nient; being filled with all unrightenuſneſs, forniratim, 
wickedneſs, covetouſneſs, maliciauſneſs ; full of cavy, maur- 
der, debate, deoeit, analignityz whüfparen, kackbiters, 


Rom. i, 28. 


haters 


(19) 


haters of God, deſpiteſul, proud, boaſters, inventors E's evil 
things, diſobedient to parents; without underſtanding ; cove- 
nant - breakers; without natural affection; implacable, un- 
mereiful. As the Apoſtle painted manners from the dregs 
of a corrupt age in the decline of the Roman empire, we who 
have experienced the melioration of human nature under the 
Goſpel, had been induced to hope and believe, that no copy 
of ſuch groſs depravity could ever exiſt among any people, 
| who had long profeſſed, at leaſt nationally, to be Chriftians: 
But an example to the contrary now forces itſelf on our 
obſervation, and to every kingdom upon earth proclaims an 
aweful leſſon, that ſhould warn the ruling powers to beware 
of weakening thoſe principles of religion, which in their 
general tendency lead to rectitude of morals, to faith in God, 
and to a conviction Amen — ren * * 


ki 8 us with ſo many eee e 
fuffered to afflict themſelves and their felow-creatures, God 
only can know | For che chaſtiſement of others, no leſs 
than for their own puniſtunent, they may by Divine Pro- 
vidence be permitted to ſpread the horrors of war for a 


longer ſeaſon thun our conjectures can caleulate, or than our 


ooncern for the . ene 


* Rom. ii. "A 
prehend. 
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% 
prehend. But if we contemplate the whole ſyſtem of Di- 


vine Providence, though we muſt ever with profound hu- 


mility acknowledge, that as our views of God's proceedings 


are extremely imperfect, ſo our judgment muſt neceſſarily be 


fallible, yet we ſhall not be without ſufficient ground on 


which at leaſt to form ſome expectations, that the eventual 
termination of meaſures ſanguinary and unjuſt as their 
meaſures, muſt be in diſtreſs, in overthrow, "1 in _ 
miny. ; 
Look to the Scriptures of the Old Teſtament. Take 1 
in the loweſt ſenſe they can be taken, as a curious hiſtory 


of former tranſactions in nations once rich and flouriſhing, 


populous and powerful. Mark in them the truth, which 
they continually inculcate, which they draw in characters 


legible to the moſt ſimple, which by experience of. ages 


we know to have been verified, that NATIONAL INIQUITY 
SHALL INEVITABLY LEAD TO NATIONAL RUIN. The 
final recompence of individuals, being rather of a ſpiritual 
than a temporal nature, is reſerved for a future ſtate : but 
as whole nations in their body politic will probably have no 


bother ſcene of action than the globe on which they are now 


eſtabliſhed, their reward or puniſhment is ultimately diſ- 


penſed to them, in their preſent ſtate of exiſtence, either by 
national proſperity on the one hand, or national calamity on 


the other. That * © righteouſneſs exalteth a nation, but 


Prov. xiv. 34. | 
I, ſin 


6 
fin is a reproach to any people,” is an aſſertion ſo founded on 
the decrees of the Almighty, and ſo demon ſtrated by a ſeries of ; 
facts, that no axiom of ſcience, proved by manifold expe- 
runents, can be more true in theory and valid in application. 
Upon the ground of what God has already ordained reſpect- 
ing the ſtability or extinction of other empires, we may pre- 
ſume, that enormous crimes muſt finally work deſtruction. 
* Shall they (days the prophet againſt the city of Babylon) 
ſhall they not riſe up ſuddenly that ſhall bite thee, and 
awake that ſhall vex thee, and thou ſhalt be for booties to 
them? Becauſe thou haſt ſpoiled many nations, all the rem- 
nant of the people ſhall ſpoil thee ; becauſe of men's blood, 
and for the violence of the land, of the city, and of all that 
dwell therein.” —＋ «Thou haſt conſulted ſhame to thy houſe, 
by: cutting: off many people, and haſt ſinned againſt thy 
ſoul: For the ſtone ſhall cry out of the wall, and the beam 
out 'of the timber ſhall anſwer it, Woe to him that buildeth 
2 town with blood, and ſtabliſheth a city by i iniquity. ” To 
thoſe, who have eyes to ſee, or ears to hear, or hearts to 
underſtand; aweful indeed muſt be theſe denunciations of 
Scripture! eee ene 
Tur Rx is a ſecond point of view, in which the writings 
of the Old Teſtament deſerve your attention. They | diſ- 


. Habakkuk f. 7. + 8 Kc. 
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cover a moſt intimate knowledge of human nature. They 
exhibit man as he really is, a fallen creature ; a creature, in 
whom are combined the moſt oppoſite extremes, in whom 
are concentred the moſt repugnant contrarieties. If his 
reaſon ſuggeſts what is good, his paſſions urge him to what 
is evil: if in principle he loves virtue, in practice he con- 
tradicts his own principle : if in his ſoul he adores and 
wiſhes to imitate the Divine Attributes, yet in his conduct 
he frequently tranſgreſſes the Divine Commands. The 
object of legiſlation is not man in his moments of calm re- 
flection and upright purpoſe ; but man either contending 
with the tumult of his appetites, or hurried away by it. 
For beings of a nature thus mixed and imperfect, all wiſe 
legiſlators ſhould frame their inſtitutes: he that conſiders 
man as acting either on the one hand entirely on rational 
. motives, or on the other altogether on the impulſe of paſ- 
ſions, is ignorant of man's mental ſtructure, and muſt fail of 
ſucceſs in his laws. Had our enemies devoted to the read- 
ing of Scripture even leſs time, than they have miſemployed 
on pages of ſophiſtry, paradoxical extravagance, and infide- 
lity, they had gained a more thorough knowledge of the 
millions for whom they were to legiſlate, than could be ac- 
quired from the works of men, whoſe aim was to attract 


admiration, by directly contradicting all opinions received 
and hen. by experience. | 


9 ONT STILL 


6 
SIL farther let the Scriptures of the Old Teſtament 
be recommended to your ſerious regard. They teach us, 
that Faith in the exiſtence of an Almighty God is the 
foundation on which every ſyſtem of Morality ſhould be 
grounded : and having laid this: corner-ſtone of the fabric, 
they erect on it the leading principles of man's duty, from 
whence particular rules in caſes more ſpecific, and on oc- 
caſions which muſt vary with different circumſtances, may 
eaſily be deduced *. * By the fear of the Lord men de- 
part from evil:” and however in genious, however amuſing 
may be the ſpeculations of writers upon man, yet to every 
| Hitem of ethics that derives not moral obligation from God's 
| will, as well as from man's nature, we may apply theſe words 
of Solomon; + ** Of making many books there is no end, and 
much ſtudy is a wearineſs of the fleſh, Let us hear the 
conclufion of the whole matter; Fear God, and keep his 
commandments, for this is the whole duty of 'man: for 
God ſhall bring every work into judgment, with every 
ſecret thing, whether it be good, or whether it. þe evil.” 
AND now let me hold out the Scriptures of both Teſta- 
ments, as books of a kind moſt extraordinary and marvel- 
lous! Through a long ſeries of ages, a ſucceſſion of legiſla- 
tors, warriors, and writers continued to predict the coming 
of a Divine Perſon for the inſtruction, reformation, and re- 


Prov. xvi. 6. | + Eccleſiaſtes, xii. 12, &c, - 
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demption of mankind : and it is aſtoniſhing to obſerve in 
the Scriptures, how the Providence of God, through num- 
berleſs generations, turned the vices and the virtues of men 
to the forwarding of this event. At the time appointed 
came this Divine Perſon, and accompliſhed the ' purpoſes 
which had been foretold. The Goſpels, which record the 
principal tranſactions of Chriſt's continuance on earth, bear 
all the internal and external marks of credibility, that can 
be required for the ſtrongeſt evidence to hiſtorical facts. 
Among other conſequences, which have enſued from His 
advent, is one peculiarly deſerving our notice at this period: 

it is, that in general, wherever the doctrines of Chriſtianity 
have prevailed, the manners of whole nations have been 
changed for the better ; and in proportion as thoſe doctrines 
have been taught with greater purity. and ſimplicity, the 
effect reſulting from their intrinſic excellence has been ap- 
parent, by an adequate degree of national virtue and n 
happineſs. 

EKuowinxo then, and ſeeing, as We. 1005 theſe facts, how 
earneſt ſhould we be in preſerving that treaſure, which 
others in deriſion have rejected! How vigilant ſhould we 
be in guarding that pearl, the price of which others cannot 
eſtimate ! For a witticiſm, a ſarcaſm, a conceit, ſuch as 
vanity can make, and blaſphemy applaud, they have diſre- 
garded the Goſpel, they have perſecuted Believers; and as 
— they had never heard of Chriſtian philanthropy, as 


though 
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though ' they had never felt the ſlighteſt impulſe of ſocial 
humanity, infuriate with rage unexamipled in ſavage hordes, 
even on their own countrymen they have exerciſed oppreſ- 
ſion, they have inflicted unmerited death; their ſword is 
* made drunk with the blood“ of their fellow- citizens. 


Ir it were poſſible "to: conceal from poſterity ſuch in- 


ſtances of inſatiable revenge and malevolent ferocity, we 
could wiſh them to be blotted from the page of hiſtory : 
nay, rather let them be written in characters indelible, let 


them be T « graven with an iron pen and lead, in the rock 
for ever,” as a monument to the preſent and future genera- 


tions, reminding them of the extreme and enormous wick 


edneſs into which man can be plunged when living A « with- 
out God in the world)!!! 


Bur as infidelity and amply + head to ſuch conſe- 


quences, let us, who adore the Father of Heaven, who wor- 


ſhip the Saviour His Eternal Son, who pray to the Holy 


Spirit for Divine Grace, let us endeavour to evince by our 


practice that we will maintain our principles of Natural and 


Revealed Religion, at the riſk of every confideration va- 
luable in this life ! And unavoidably engaged as we are in 
hoſtilities with thoſe, whom from motives of ſelf-defence, 


and for the preſervation of our civil and religious bleſſings, 
we are prompted and bound to refiit ; let us with all humi- 


* Jerem, xlvi. 10. + Job, xix. 24. 2 Eph, ii. 12. 
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CY | 
lity, yet with that religious confidence which a juſt cauſe 
inſpires, implore * « the Lord of Hoſts to be with us, the 
God of Jacob to be our refuge: and refolved to be true 


to ourſelves, though not putting our ſole truſt and confidence 


in man, let us glory to profeſs before all the world, that 
* We will remember the name of the Lord our God. 


Pf. Avi. 7. + Pf. xx. 7. 


THE EN D. 


aff 


—— — — 


—— —-— 


— — 


—— —— — — — * — 2 


— — 


— —ku— 2 — 2 — x —äͤ —äů 


* WIL —ů ͤ —— — 


— 


A 


„ —— — 22 


2223 * 


— — 


* _— r 2 ONES re ee «⁰—ècr ? — — T 9 — — — 
$ 
. * 

i 

* - 
: 
- : 

. 

— _ g 

” wth 
as . 4.4 
: 
a : 
> 
2 * 
- : 
? 
: 
: 
. 
: 
- : 


